
Blacksburg High School s PTSA Newslet ter 

News From Principal Michael Hurst 

PTSA President s Message 

Dear BHS Parent, 

The 2007-2008 school year is underway and Blacksburg High School PTSA is 
busy working to support our students, teachers, guidance and administration in 
making this a great year! 

The BHS PTSA supports a number of key activities and programs throughout 
the school year. Some of the things that PTSA has supported in the past and 
plans to support this year include: 

Guidance Department- giving trip money and club fees for students who need 
financial assistance. 

Special teaching tools and student research- provide monetary support to as-
sist in making educational tools, textbooks, and research possible. 
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Dear BHS Parents: 

Our school has had a very smooth opening this fall.  It was a pleasure to meet 

many of you at our open house.  A few dates to remember are in this newsletter 

so please make note of them. Report cards will be distributed on October 11th 

and our BHS Homecoming is October 12th. The PSAT will be given on October 

17th at the school.  Please make appointments now or in early October through 

our main office for teacher, parent conferencing from 4:15 pm 7:00 pm on Octo-

ber 18th if you desire a conference. 

As always, our teachers appreciate your support and advocacy for students, and 

for good teaching relationships.  At this time of year, if your student needs struc-

ture and support in establishing a study and homework routine, please insist on 

and insure that they develop a regular pattern of homework completion and 

have an adequate environment at home to study in. 

Congratulations, to Mrs. Susanne Dana, our Chemistry teacher for winning 

Montgomery County, Teacher of the year and the Region 6, Teacher of the Year 

for the State of Virginia!  She will compete for the Virginia State Teacher of the 

Year award to be announced by Governor Tim Kaine at the end of October. 

Go Bruins 

Michael D. Hurst, Principal 

Principal: Michael D. Hurst 
PTSA President: Gunin Kiran 

Newsletter Editor: Renee Cloyd   

phone (540) 951-5706 
fax (540) 951-5714 

Dates to Remember: 

Oct. 9:   PTSA meeting 11:30 am 

Oct. 11:  Report cards distributed 

Oct. 12: Homecoming Parade/Game 

Oct. 13: Homecoming Dance 

Oct. 17: PSAT for all sophomores 

Oct. 17: PSAT for Juniors  

Oct. 18: 2 1/2 hour early release 

Oct. 18: Parent Conferences; 4:15-
7:00 p.m. appt. only-see pg. 3 

Oct. 26: Interim reports distributed 

Oct. 30: Underclassman school 
picture re- takes 

Nov. 6: Schools closed 

Nov. 13:  PTSA meeting 11:30 am 

No. 14: RU and VT on site apps due 

Nov. 21-23: Thanksgiving Break 

Nov. 28: Report cards distributed 

PTSA News 2 

From the Front Office 3 

Homecoming/Prom 6 

Clubs, Athletics, Art 7 

      

PTSA Registration Form 8 

  

From the Guidance Dept 4 

Clubs and Activities  5 

Inside this issue: 



PTSA Newsletter BHS Echoes- important information mailed to home of EVERY student 5 times a year. 

Teacher/Guidance appreciation events- including luncheons, coffee breaks, and monthly treats to show our 
continued appreciation and support for our BHS faculty and staff. 

The After Prom Party- providing a safe and enjoyable way to let the fun of Prom to continue into the early hours 
of the morning. 

Reflections- offering awards through a nationally recognized cultural arts program. 

Parent Pledge Program- allows parents to take a stand against underage drinking. Parents who sign the pledge 
agree to provide safe homes for BHS students. 

BHS PTSA needs your support to make all of these great things possible. As you know BHS PTSA, fund-raising 
efforts solely depend on voluntary parent contributions. So please remember to send in your tax-deductible con-
tributions of this school year. Checks can be made payable to BHS PTSA. If you already have sent in your contri-

President s Message (cont. from front page) 

Volum e 2 , I ssue 2 

If you have 

any 

information to 

share with 

other BHS 

families, put it 

in the Echoes! 

Contact Renee 

Cloyd at 552-

0909  

Issue

  

Deadline

 

Mailing Date

 

Contents

 

Oct/Dec Sept. 19  Sept. 28 fund-raising 
Jan/Feb Dec.   Jan.   Exams 
Mar/Apr Feb.   Feb.   Spring programs 
May/June April   April   Theater arts, prom,        

awards, exams, graduation 

2007-2008 BHS Echoes Schedule

 

President  Gunin Kiran  gunin@juno.com

 

Vice President Tammi Hayter  TSHayter@aol.com

 

Treasurer  Dee Hopkins  deewhopkins@aol.com

 

Rec. Secretary VACANT 
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Sally Kizer  ssjl3@comcast.net

    

Mary Eyestone  eyestonefamily5@yahoo.com

 

Volunteers  Graciela Santopietro Sophia@vt.edu

 

Newsletter  Renee Cloyd  reneecloyd@hotmail.com

 

Reflections  Liz Tuchler  knolledge@hughes.net

 

Legislation  Andrea Kavanaugh kavan@vt.edu

 

Parliamentarian Susan Goff  KGoff1526@aol.com

 

Parent Pledge  Suzanne Sanford drum53@aol.com

 

Principal  Michael Hurst  mhurst@mail.mcps.org

 

Teacher Rep  Cindy Mitchell  cmitchell@mail.mcps.org

 

Guidance Rep  Kate Buchanan  cbuchan@mail.mcps.org

 

2007- 2008 BHS PTSA Officers 

ECHOES is published by the Blacksburg High School Parent Teacher Student Association (PTSA).  The PTSA Newsletter staff reserves the 
right to review and edit submitted articles. The BHS PTSA is a non-profit organization.  Printing and mailing costs for this publication are 
made possible through BHS PTSA. 

PTSA News 

The staff of the Blacksburg High School Guidance Office 

is available to assist every student with their concerns 

about career planning, college placement, educational 

planning, testing, social, and academic needs. Students 

may stop by the guidance office before school, between 

classes, during non instructional time, or after school to 
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BHS PTSA meets on 

the 2nd Tues. of each 

month at 11:30 at 

BHS.  EVERYONE 

is welcome!  Join us 

this semester on:  
October 9 and 

November 13. 

There will be no 

December meeting. 

butions, please accept our sincere ap-
preciation. You will find the BHS PTSA 
proposed budget and the list of Board 
members and Committee chairs of this 
school year in this newsletter for your 
information. 

I also would like to remind you that we 
meet on 2nd Tuesdays of each month 
(except December) at 11:30 am at BHS 
and our meetings are open to all our 
members. If you have not joined the 
BHS PTSA yet, please do so and share 
your ideas.  

I am looking forward to working with 
you as TOGETHER WE CAN MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE! If you have any ques-
tions, concerns or suggestions please 
f e e l f r e e t o c o n t a c t m e a t 
gunin@juno.com. Have a wonderful 
fall! 

Gunin Kiran, BHS PTSA President  



Blacksburg High School will be holding Parent/ Teacher Conferences on Thursday, 
Octo be r 18 th, 2 0 0 7 fro m 4 :15 pm 

 
7:0 0 pm . If parents would like to talk to any 

or all of their children s teachers, please call Faye Crist at 951-5706 between 7:30 am 

 
3:30 pm to schedule an appointment. The Parent/ Teacher Conferences are de-

signed to accommodate appointments, not walk-ins. Before you call, please double-

check the names of the teachers you want to schedule an appointment with 

 
this will 

make the process much quicker. 

From the Front Office 
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CHANGE IN-
STUDENT  

INFORMATION  

If your student has 
an address or 

phone number that 
is different from 
last year, please 

notify the office at 
BHS immediately. 

School Photo 
re-takes will 
be Tuesday, 

Oct. 30. 

Parent/Teacher Conferences 

Student 
Leaving School 

Early? 

If your child will be 
leaving BHS before 
the end of the school 
day for any reason, 
please send a note 
with your child stat-
ing the time and the 
reason that he/ she 
needs to be excused.  
Your child should 
bring the 
note to the 
office in the 
morning. 

If Your Child is Absent . . . 

Welcome back to Blacksburg High School! Last year, we attempted, as our mission 

claims, to provide high expectations with appropriate support for BHS students by 

undertaking two major initiatives: the beginning of a phase-out of our lowest level 

classes and the creation of an academic lab to serve the needs of any student who 

needed support in their core classes. After a year of data collection, we are pleased to 

report some successes. Teacher duties were realigned to cut down on non-

instructional time and increase planning. The academic lab was created, and cur-

rently provides support to over 100 students. Discipline in 9th grade classes was better 

than the previous two years, and in-class time lost to ISS due to failure to serve deten-

tion was nearly eradicated. 

In our continuous quest to improve our practices, we have begun a partnership with 

the Virginia Tech English Department which provides 11 student tutors to serve in our 

Academic Lab. We hope to expand the program in the spring after a successful pilot 

this fall. We will continue to study our practices at the high school and work to put our 

best forward in meeting the learning goals we have set as a community for our students. 

On days that your child is absent for any reason, please call the BHS 
Main office at 951-5706 by 9:00 am. We have an automated system 
that dials you when your student is absent or comes in after 10 :00 am.  
This is a system that has been used by some of the schools in the 
county, and we are pleased with its efficiency and convenience.  If you 

would like to update your contact phone number, please call Kay Luttrell in the main 
office at 951-5706.  Here s a reminder of the attendance policy.  If you know your stu-
dent is going to be absent, please call the school to let us know, or send a note for pre-
planned absences.  The automated system will still call you because it can t differenti-
ate between absences we know about and those we don t.  When your student returns 
to school, please send a note to document the absence.  Any undocumented absences 
are considered truancies.  A written note is required for all absences, even when you 
call.  Please send a note the day your child returns to school.  Notes should be turned 
in at the table in the commons. 

INTERIM 
REPORTS 

Interim reports will be 
distributed to each stu-
dent by each of their 
teachers on the following 
dates: 

October 26 
December 12 
February 12 

April 1 
May 14 

The interim report dates 
could be adjusted due to 
inclement weather. 

From the School Improvement Committee 
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Wow!  What a team of volunteers!  You are outstanding, accomplishing in six hours 
what would have taken us days by collecting fees, giving out schedules, lockers and 
agendas.  You made a difference and we are very grateful to each of you.  You helped 
get our school year off to a smooth start. 

Mary Fain, Assistant BHS Principal          Ann Miller, BHS Bookkeeper 

Thanks to School Registration Volunteers 
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From the Guidance Department 

For Guidance assistance, students are divided by last names: 

A-D: Kate Buchanan  cbuchan@mail.mcps.org 

E-K: Gwen Houston  ghouston@mail.mcps.org 

L-R: Carmelita Moore  cmoore@mail.mcps.org 

S-Z: Kelley McCall  kmccall@mail.mcps.org 

Secretary: Tammy Hayter  thayter@mail.mcps.org 

Registrar: Tara Almoney           talmoney@mail.mcps.org 

Contact Us:     Phone: 540-951-5715        Fax: 540-951-5740 

Test Date

  

Registration Deadline

 

November 3, 2007  October 2, 2007 

December 1, 20067 October 30, 2007 

January 26, 20078 December 26, 2007 

March 1, 2008   January 29, 2008 

May 3, 2008  April 1, 2008 

SAT Dates  (http://www.collegeboard.com) 

PSAT/NMSQT Information 

ACT Dates  (http://www.act.org) 

Test Date

  

Location

 

October 27, 2007 Roanoke-Cave Spring HS  

December 8, 2007 Roanoke-Hidden Valley HS    

Roanoke North Cross School    

Rocky Mount Franklin Co. HS 

April 12, 2008   Roanoke-Hidden Valley HS 

June 14, 2008  Roanoke Hidden Valley HS     

Hollins University     

Roanoke North Cross School 
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Testing Dates: 

PSAT:  October 17, 
2007 (All Sopho-
mores required, 
Juniors register in 
Guidance Office)  

SOL s:  Make-up 
with remediation 
provided, Oct. & 
Dec. 2007 (exact 
dates TBA)  

SOL s:  May 2008 

(Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test/ National Merit Scholarship 

Qualifying Test) will be offered on Wednesday, October 17 during 

the school day.  This test will be provided to ALL sophomores by MCPS.  J uniors 

may take this test as well for a $15 fee.  This is the practice test for the SAT s and 

provides valuable exposure and preparation for the SAT college entrance exams.  

When taken as a junior, your score will be taken into consideration for the National 

Merit Scholarship program.  The sophomore year score will NOT count as a qualify-

ing score. 

Hopefully you were able to attend our Senior Parent Night in order to gather infor-
mation about our college application process.  In case you missed it, we wanted you 
to know how to request your transcripts.  Each senior was given a transcript request 
form that requires a parent signature if the student in under 18 years old.  We will 
generate a transcript for each requested school which we be mailed after notifica-
tion by the student that they are ready for it to be sent.  If they prefer to pick it up, 
they must indicate that on the transcript request form.  Please don t forget to let us 
know when you want it sent!  The majority of schools will have a counselor infor-
mation form or secondary school report form that the counselor will need to com-
plete and send with the application.  You need to provide that to the counselor. 

Transcripts  

The following schools will be visiting BHS to speak with interested students: 

Davidson:  October 9    Mary Washington:  October 11 
Randolph College:  October 15  Bridgewater College:  October 22 
Roanoke College:  October 23   Mary Baldwin:  October 25 

Interested students should check with Mrs. Hayter in guidance to see if they need 

to make appointments to speak with the admissions counselors from each school. 

College Visits  

The Financial Aid Workshop for 
seniors and their parents will 
be held on Tues.-Dec. 11, 2007 
at 7 P.M. in the BHS audito-
r ium . The snow date is Mon.-
Dec. 17, 2007 at 7 P.M. 

Financial Aid Workshop 

VT/RU Onsite 
It s hard to believe it s 

almost that time of the 

ye a r !  R a d f o r d 

University and Virginia 

Tech p r ovid e an 

exciting opportunity 

for BHS seniors.  They 

will be considering 

a p p l i c a t i o n s f o r 

a d m i s s i o n a n d 

providing decisions for 

the students in a one-

day process at BHS.  

Radford will be here on 

Nov.  29, and Virginia 

Tech will be here Dec. 

6.  Applications for on 

site considerations are 

http://www.collegeboard.com
http://www.act.org


BH S PTSA needs a 
Secretary. Duties in-
c l u d e at t en d i n g 
mont hl y meet i ngs 
(2nd Tuesday of each 
month at 11:30 am) 
and taking notes. Min-
utes need to be distrib-
uted to Board mem-
bers/ committee chairs 
via e-mail before every 
meeting and approved 
ones need to posted on 
the web site. I f you are 
interested, please con-
t ac t Gu n i n a t 
gunin@juno.com
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Check BHS web page for additional information and updates   www.mcps.org/bhs/ 

BHS Sports Marketing and St. Paul AME Church will be hosting a fundraising event 
for Patrick Day and his family on Saturday, October 20th from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 
p.m. at the high school.  Many special events and a raffle are planned along with con-
cessions. Tickets will be $5 at the door. Donations will also be accepted. For more in-
formation, please contact Kim Radford at BHS - 951-5706. 

To ensure that every Blacksburg Elementary School child has food items available 
during the holiday break, the BHS DECA club is organizing a project to provide over 
150 bags of breakfast and lunch foods for local children who receive free or reduced 
lunch at school. The bags will be assembled and delivered to the children s elemen-
tary schools prior to winter break. Please contact Cindy Mitchell 
(cmitchell@mcps.org) if you are interested in sponsoring a child for $15 by October 
10, 2007.  

Fundraiser for Patrick Day and Family 

Project Home for the Holidays 

Clubs and Activities 

Does your son / daughter need extra help with 
math?  Does he/ she need an idea for that Eng-
lish paper?  NHS Tutoring is available Monday 
through Thursday from 2:30 to 3:15 in Voca-
tional One. 

       Mon. & Wed. - Math & Science 

       Tues. & Thurs. - English & Social Studies. 

       Mon.  French   Tues. - Latin   

       Wed.  Spanish Thur.  German. 

No appointment necessary. 

National Honor Society Tutoring 

Did you know that the 
student published school 

newspaper, The Ink 
Wave, is published 

every six weeks?  Home 
subscriptions are 
$10.00.  For more 

subscription 
information, contact 
Mrs. Donna Duff at 

BHS. 

BHS Cosmetology Salon has various styling 
products at great prices.  These products make 
great holiday gifts and stocking stuffers.  Orders 
can be placed  with a quick turn-around time.  We have Ma-
trix, Paul Mitchell, Redken, TIGI, OPI, and many more. 

We are also selling raffle tickets ($5.00 each) for a weekend 
at Mountain Lake. The approximate value is $500.00.  The 
drawing will be held at the Homecoming football game. You 
do not have to be present to win.  Tickets can be purchased 
by contacting the Cosmetology department at the high school 
or contacting a cosmetology student.  Contact Joyce Price at 
951-5706, ext. 209 for more information. 

Cosmetology Salon 

Fourteen exchange students and their teachers from 
Quedlinburg, Germany will be visiting Blacksburg High 
families and classes during their 17 day stay in Blacks-
burg. The exchange program sponsored by the Goethe 
Institute began in 1992 and has continued ever since. 

Blacksburg High School students will be traveling to Germany in June 2008 to tour, 
attend German schools, and stay with host families. I f you see any of our guests don't 
forget to say "Hallo".  

German Exchange Students 


